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The Dictionary Project in Canada

The Dictionary Project is proud to offer three books

for Canadian students: A St udent 6s Di cti
dian Edition, A Student ds
Canadian Edition and Thesaurus: Synonyms and An-
tonyms. To learn more about these books, please visit

our website at www.dictionaryproject.org or visit us at

the Dictionary Project booth to learn more.

Bob Pityo: Distinguished Rotarian & Dictionary Project Super Sponsor

) .~ Bob Pityo became involved with the Dictionary Project in 2002 while visiting Myrtle Beach, SC.
Bob was representing the president of Rotary International at a District conference when he
heard about the Dictionary Project . He contacted executive director Mary French, and made
plans to introduce the Dictionary Project to his Rotary club of Cedar Grove, NJ. After his own Ro-
tary club enthusiastically decided to participate in the Dictionary Project, Bob set his sights on
the entire state of New Jersey. Since then, he has worked tirelessly to promote the Dictionary Project to other
Rotary Clubs throughout New Jersey.

AwWwhenever | think of Bob Pityo, I think of Johnny
plant trees under whose shade you do not expect to sit. Think of all the children who were given the Gift of
Knowledge who will never meet you and were changed because they feel someone cared enough to give them
the essential tool f or ghicgoharytPsojeceEkecutive Direotor MaryaFredch.c t i on ar

The Dictionary Project and Rotary: International Spotlight

The Dictionary Project was founded as a 501 ¢ 3 nonprofit association in 1995 to give dic-
tionaries to people in the community where they live. Since then, more than 12,400,000 stu-
dents have received a dictionary through the help of our sponsors. Rotary clubs and Rotary
districts are among our most faithful and dedicated sponsors and represent over 50% of our
‘ Dictionary Projects. Rotarians have donated more than 6.1 million dictionaries. Some

groups give dictionaries to students in one classroom, others sponsor entire school dis-
tricts. All of these projects, big and small add up to a HUGE difference in the education of children.
Commitment to International Projects : One of our goals at the Rotary International Convention is to assist
Rotary Clubs and other groups who want to promote literacy and help students in their efforts to learn English
outside of the United States. Together, we can help students around the world succeed.



Current International Dictionary Projects

International Dictionary Projects are happening
across the globe! Thanks to our generous and
enthusiastic partners, children from more than 20
countries have received dictionaries to help them im-
prove their language skills, in and out of the class-
room. Dictionaries have been given to students in a
variety of countries including: Canada, the Virgin Is-
lands, Costa Rica, Ethopia, Haiti, India, Jamaica, the
- Netherlands Antilles, New Zealand, Nicaragua, the
Philippines, Rwanda, Russia, South Africa, Tanzania,
the Turks and Caicos Islands Puerto Rico and the
United States.

A team of 15 Rotarians from Metro- port and §§
Denton Clubs and one from Washington, DC ‘
traveled to Nicaragua to complete a prOJect _T
started last year to construct a medical clinic £ |
for the people of Chinandega. During our trip,
we visited several schools and distributed &= 1 ‘
approximately 500 packages of hygiene \ ,] Hgﬁ ‘_'. :
products. The children were very excited to g
receive the gifts. We also visited the upper
grades (5th and 6th grades) and distributed
approximately 150 dictionaries to those
students. | have to share with you that | thinkb
the Dictionary Project is 'THE BEST'. | know |
that you have been told that before, but to be
able to further the cause of education and
language throughout the world is the best
way to understanding there is!!

Patti Stoltz, Chinandega Journal
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One of the biggest challenges we face regarding international projects is shipping. Currently, our pub-
lishers only ship dictionaries throughout the United States. We have not yet discovered a practical and
economic way to ship dictionaries overseas, but we are hopeful that among our sponsors there are re-
sourceful individuals who can help. If you have any ideas, or would like to make a donation to help off-
set the cost of international shipping, please visit our website at www.dictionaryproject.org, call us at
843 388 8375 or visit our booth.



