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Types of Literacy
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1. Prose Literacy

The knowledge and skills needed to search, comprehend, and use information 

from continuous texts. Examples include editorials, news stories, brochures, 

and instructional materials .

2.  Document Literacy

The knowledge and skills needed to search, comprehend, and use information   

from non -continuous text . Examples include job applications, payroll forms, 

transportation schedules, maps, tables, and drug or food labels.

3.  Quantitative Literacy

The knowledge and skills needed to identify and perform computations using 

numbers that are embedded in printed materials. Examples include balancing 

a checkbook, computing a tip, completing an order form, or determining the  

amount of interest on a loan from an advertisement .

ü Literacy is not all the same

Source: National Center for Education Statistics



Facts about Literacy in the USA
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& Literacy is crucial to economic success and prosperity of a country.
(Literacy in America and Economic Impact, www.caliteracy.org/economic/, 2009)

& Crime rates and unemployment are correlated to levels of illiteracy.
(National Assessment of Adult Literacy (NAAL) Report 2003)

& 21% to 23% of adult Americans were not "able to locate 

information in text", could not "make low -level inferences using   

printed materials", and were unable to "integrate easily identifiable

pieces of information.ò (National Center for Educational Statistics, April 2002)

& The National Assessment of Educational 

Progress reveals that 37% of U.S. fourth -

graders fail to achieve basic levels of 

reading achievement. 
(National Early Literacy Panel Report, 2009)
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Facts about Literacy
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ü Being Literate is not a privilege - It is a necessity!

Literacy is strong in developed countries, but even there, not everybody 

is literate or can be considered sufficiently literate.



Why Dictionaries are Important
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A dictionary is the key to:

& Communication

& Education

& Career and Personal Growth

& Self -Confidence

Dictionaries have multiple functions and purposes. Mainly they are an 

aid to learning about definitions of words, spelling, pronunciation, 

grammar, and contextual use of words in a written & spoken language.

Additionally, a dictionary helps preserving the wealth of a language .
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History of The Dictionary Project
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& 1992 ðAnnie Plummer of Savannah, GA, begins by donating 50 

dictionaries to a school close to her home.

& Early on, Bonnie Beeferman of Hilton Head, SC, learns of Annieõs    

effort and begins selling crafts to raise enough money for providing 

dictionaries to schools in Hilton Head.

& By 1995, Bonnie has so many requests from local schools that she 

contacts a Charleston, SC, newspaper explaining the project and 

asking for support.

& Mary French reads the article and thinks that this is a project for 

her. After realizing that covering schools effectively would take 

serious fund raising, she starts a 501(c)(3) organization with her 

husband, Arno, in 1995 and The Dictionary Project is born.

& Since 1995, with the generous support of countless sponsors and 

volunteers, more than 10 Million dictionaries have been distributed.



How The Dictionary Project Works
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& A local individual or organization sees the benefits in providing 

children, most aptly third -graders, with a powerful tool for learning    

ða dictionary.

& That individual or organization can realize this by sponsoring a 

dictionary project in their areas through a tax -deductible donation 

to The Dictionary Project, a 501(c)(3) organization.

& Through the donation, a certain amount of dictionaries, selected 

by the donor, will be sent to a location specified by that sponsor.

& A volunteer, typically the donating individual  

or organization, takes the delivered books, 

and in a classroom event, distributes the 

gifts among the children.

& The donated books can be customized by 

inserting a label or message from the donor 

inside the book.

On our website 
www.thedictionaryproject.org
Find this button to sponsor a 
project in your community:

https://www.dictionaryproject.org/Donations/
http://www.dictionaryproject.org/


Participation Maps
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& On our website ( www.thedictionaryproject.org/mapping/ ), we offer a 

resource to easily visualize the current nationwide participation,  

and present a listing of covered and not yet covered schools. 

& The maps can be sorted by state, district and school year, and the 

resulting listing of the schools can also be exported to Microsoft 

Excel for further analysis of the data.

& The information provided, is based on the responses of our sponsors 

and updated frequently.

& In order to keep those maps 

accurate and current, we kindly 

ask every sponsor of a project

to submit to us the names of the  

schools the dictionaries will be 

distributed to.

http://www.thedictionaryproject.org/mapping/


Literature The Dictionary Project Offers
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& As of August 2009, the Dictionary Project offers 14 different pieces 

of literature for distribution, printed by several publishing houses.    

The cost per book starts as low as $1.25 and includes shipping 

within the United States.

& Each book can be obtained for a tax -deductible donation to The    

Dictionary Project and drop -shipped anywhere within the USA.

& Any book can be reviewed and ordered through our website.

http://www.dictionaryproject.org/dictionary_detail/dic_mcgrawhill_01.html
http://www.dictionaryproject.org/dictionary_detail/dic_bestdict_01.html
http://www.dictionaryproject.org/dictionary_detail/dic_webspan_01.html
http://www.dictionaryproject.org/dictionary_detail/dic_webredstudent_01.html
http://www.dictionaryproject.org/dictionary_detail/dic_webstudentenc_01.html
http://www.dictionaryproject.org/dictionary_detail/dic_webthes_01.html
http://www.dictionaryproject.org/dictionary_detail/dic_webworld_01.html
http://www.dictionaryproject.org/dictionary_detail/dic_webinteratlas_01.html
http://www.dictionaryproject.org/dictionary_detail/dic_can_01.html
http://www.dictionaryproject.org/dictionary_detail/dic_howtousedic_01.html

