
Please enclose a check for your donation and mail to:	
The Dictionary Project	
P.O. Box 1845
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�C�O�L�s�L�A�B�s�O�s�R�A�T�E verb, to work together as a group

n 1990 in Savannah, GA, Annie Plummer noticed school children walking to 
and from school without schoolbooks. “How can they do their best work 
without books?” she wondered. Her concern for these children led her to 

the idea of raising money to purchase dictionaries for third grade students 
in Savannah. As the project grew, it attracted the attention of people who 

wanted to help. If students in Georgia were benefitting from the simple donation 
of a dictionary, couldn’t students throughout the rest of the country benefit from a 
dictionary as well? What about children in other countries? Current executive director 
Mary French founded the 501(c)3 Dictionary Project in 1995.  Since its inception, The 
Dictionary Project has relied on volunteers in diverse communities that have one thing 
in common; they all agree with Annie Plummer that “a student cannot do his or her best 
work without a dictionary.” Fifteen years (and 12.5 million dictionaries) later, groups and 
individuals across the globe are collaborating to give students the gift of a dictionary.

The average third grader knows that team work is the key to accomplishing any 
big task, and The Dictionary Project is no exception. Rotary, Kiwanis clubs and 
Elks lodges, Granges, women’s groups, religious groups, political groups, families 
and individuals have chosen to partner with The Dictionary Project by committing 
to sponsor anywhere from a single classroom to entire school districts. Dictionary 
Project partners host their own fundraisers, order the appropriate number of 
books for the school they’d like to sponsor, and coordinate a time to present the 
dictionaries inside the classrooms. The students benefit tremendously not only 
from the dictionary itself, but from the knowledge that leaders in their own 
communities have made a significant investment in their academic success.  

As the Dictionary Project has grown, so has our ambition. Currently, our goal is 
to give every single third grader in the United States a dictionary. This challenge 
has created the need for even greater collaboration among our sponsors. Several 
“Super Sponsors” (Dictionary Project volunteers throughout the country whose 
enthusiasm is particularly contagious) have worked tirelessly to reach out to civic 
organizations in communities that lack sponsorship. They have also challenged current 
Dictionary Project partners to expand their projects to include even more students. 

Here is another way we are going to collaborate. Sometimes sponsors contact us and 
mention that they’d like to reach more schools, but their club is so small, they don’t 
have the manpower. Or they’re not sure how to raise the money. We at the Dictionary 
Project are posing this question back to our sponsors. Tell us about your Dictionary 
Project: Did you have a bake sale? A raffle? An auction? Tell us! How did you distribute 
your dictionaries? Did you dress up in costumes, make up a song and dance? Show us! 
Share with us anything that has made your project special. Whether it’s a touching thank 
you letter from a child, to a special jacket you wear to let kids know “It’s the dictionary 
man!” Starting this fall, we will be featuring the work of our sponsors on our website in 
the hopes that it will inspire other clubs to try something new, reach out to new schools, 
or partner with another club or organization to maximize the impact on their community. 

I

P L E D G E  F O R M

Correspondence address:		  Shipping Address:  �R��residential address   �R��commercial address		

Organization:____________________________________ 	 Organization:__________________________________________	

Contact Person:__________________________________ 	 Contact Person:________________________________________	

Address:_______________________________________ 	 Address:_____________________________________________	

City, State, and Zip Code:___________________________ 	 City, State, and Zip Code:_________________________________	

Phone number:_ _________________________________ 	 Phone number:________________________________________	

Email address:___________________________________ 	 Alternate phone number:_________________________________	
				  

Schools or programs where the dictionaries will be donated to the students 
(you may enclose additional pages if necessary, or email your information to schoolinfo@thedictionaryproject.org):
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 		
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please tell us about your organization, your project, or how we can help you:_ _________________________________________ 		
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 		

Charleston, SC  29402				  
				   	 Number of 	 Number of 	 Requested 				  
Dictionary Title	 books per box	 boxes needed	 donation per box	 Total Pledge
The Best Dictionary for Students	 24		  $30.00 	

A Student's Dictionary	 24		  $40.80 	

A Student’s Dictionary & Animal Gazetteer	 24		  $42.00

Merriam Webster's Dictionary for Students, Encyclopedic Ed.	 24		  $48.00 	

Merriam Webster's Dictionary for Students	 24		  $42.00 	

Classic Reference Library Dictionary, Encyclopedic Edition	 24		  $48.00 	

Webster's Thesaurus for Students	 24		  $42.00 	

Merriam Webster's Spanish/English Dictionary	 24		  $48.00 	

Webster's Worldwide Spanish/English Dictionary	 60		  $75.00 	

Webster’s French-English Dictionary	 24		  $60.00	

Webster's International Atlas	 24		  $78.00 	

How to Use a Dictionary--How to Use a Thesaurus	 30		  $37.50 	

Vocabulary Builder	 24		  $48.00 

Thesaurus Synonyms & Antonyms	 24		  $36.00

Above amounts include shipping.  There is no sales tax.			   TOTAL

Canadian editions of the dictionary, gazetteer and thesaurus are available on our website.				  
The organization's official name is The Dictionary Project, and we are a registered 501 (c) (3) nonprofit organization.				  
Our Federal Tax I.D. is #57-1029802.  All contributions are tax deductible to the full extent of the law.				  

If you would like to see a sample selec-
tion of the books offered by The Dic-
tionary Project just make a donation of 
$15 and take your choice of either of the 
selections below (a $30 donation will get 
you both!).

�R��SELECTION A 
�s��The Best Dictionary for Students	
�s��A Student's Dictionary	
�s��Merriam Webster's Dictionary for 
   Students, Encyclopedic Ed.	
�s��Merriam Webster's Dictionary 
   for Students	
�s��Classic Reference Library Dictionary,    	
   Encyclopedic Edition

�R��SELECTION B
�s��Webster's Thesaurus for Students	
�s��Merriam Webster's Spanish/English    	
   Dictionary	
�s��Webster's Worldwide Spanish/English
   Dictionary	
�s��Webster's International Atlas	
�s��How to Use a Dictionary--
   How to Use a Thesaurus	
�s��Vocabulary Builder

Amount enclosed $_______________

We are rebuilding our website. 
Send us your suggestions 

for making The Dictionary Project 
website better!

mohammad.alansari@dictionaryproject.org
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Financial information about The Dictionary Project is 
available upon request.  Summary reports of our charitable 
mission and programs, and the latest �nancial statement 
and audit by our accountants may be obtained by writing to 
The Dictionary Project, Post Of�ce Box 1845, Charleston, 
SC 29402.  You may contact the Of�ce of the Secretary of 
State in your state to receive a copy of our registration as a 
charitable organization where you live.

If you wish to make your donation by credit card, please call us at
843-856-2706 or 843-388-8375; or complete this sponsorship
form on our website, www.dictionaryproject.org.

Take a Look!
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Summer 2010

he Dictionary Project was created in 1995 by Mary French and Barbara 
Massey to give dictionaries to the students in the tri-county area of 
Dorchester, Berkeley, and Charleston, SC.  Barbara said, “If you raise the 

money, I will visit the schools to give the dictionaries to the students”. 
Barbara had recently retired as a teacher and administrator from the Charleston 

County school system after 30 years of service. Mary wrote grants to cover the costs 
of the dictionaries donated to the students. Publix Supermarket Charities was the first 
to make a donation, and their contribution of $1,500 provided a dictionary to every 
third-grade student in Dorchester County.  The Dictionary Project grew from there 
when Santee Cooper donated money to buy dictionaries for the students in Berkeley 
County.  Every school in Charleston County had several business partners, and by 
contacting them we were able to secure funding for the 5,000 third grade students 
in the 45 elementary schools in Charleston County.  The Community Foundation 
of Coastal Carolina provided funding and guidance for grant writing and board 
management in the early years of The Dictionary Project. 
    Caroline Brost, our outreach coordinator in Minnesota (who is always asking you 
for school information), and Mary French applied for 501(c)3 status with the Internal 
Revenue Service in 1995 to make The Dictionary Project a non-profit organization.  A 
Board of Directors was a necessary part of that application.  Mary’s husband Arno 
French was designated the President of the organization, Barbara was named the Vice 
President and Gregg Meyers, a lawyer and member of the Charleston County School 
Board, was the Secretary-Treasurer.  Gregg resigned three years ago, after serving on 
our Board of Directors for 12 years.  
    At that time we decided to expand the size of the Board of Directors since the 
project had grown from an initial budget of $6,500 to over $2,000,000 and we were 
registered as a charitable organization in all fifty states.  We added Richard Wallace 
of New Jersey because he created an initiative called “Passport to People” as a 
component of the Blairstown Rotary Club, which partnered students in the United 
States with people in other countries all over the world, to help them communicate 
better and share their cultures with each other.  Giving dictionaries to these students 
overseas was an integral component of Dick’s plan.  It has worked beautifully, helping 
students partner with people in other countries to learn more about their cultures.  
    Next to join The Dictionary Project’s Board was Gretta Moorhead. Gretta read about 
The Dictionary Project in the Wall Street Journal in 2002 and set out to create the 
Virgin Islands Dictionary Project.  She quickly found volunteers and identified sponsors, 
then established the Dictionary Project Fund at the Community Foundation of the 
VI.  She has continued the project for the past eight years and has encouraged local 

sponsors to provide thesauruses to the middle school students.  Gretta lives in St. 
Thomas and Philadelphia where she teaches reading and language arts.
    Linda Keetch is a retired high school teacher who lives with her husband Brent 
in Pismo Beach, CA.  Brent taught at a state university. Linda also read about The 
Dictionary Project in the Wall Street Journal in 2002 and has donated over 4,000 
dictionaries to the third grade students where she lives in memory of her father, 
who loved dictionaries because he did not know the English language when he 
came to this country and felt the dictionary was a constant companion and valuable 
resource.  She and her husband Brent taught high school in California for over 20 
years and in their retirement they are traveling all over the world, keeping a journal of 
their trips.  (Now that is a blog I would like to read.)
    Glen Wasserstein is a lawyer in Washington DC who has helped us for the past 
five years, and we are grateful for his interest and support.
    Diana Krajewski joined us this year. She is the past president of the Blairstown 
Rotary Club in New Jersey and an advocate for human rights all over the world.  She 
holds two masters degrees, in human resources and sociology/social justice.

6/1/2009- 6/1/2010 (to date)	  Total 	 Number of 3rd 
		  Dictionaries 	 Graders in		
Country	 State/Province	 Shipped (A)	 Public Schools	 %

US	 Alabama	 48,604	 57,551	 84
US	 Alaska	 1,200	 9,518	 12
US	 Arizona	 68,592	 82,026	 83
US	 Arkansas	 32,124	 35,745	 89
US	 California	 226,452	 467,475	 48
US	 Colorado	 33,360	 59,126	 56
US	 Connecticut	 29,688	 42,466	 69
US	 Delaware	 11,868	 9,176	 100
US	 District of Columbia	 6,360	 4,737	 100
US	 Florida	 154,248	 206,136	 74
US	 Georgia	 90.180	 126.786	 71
US	 Hawaii	 16,680	 13,839	 100
US	 Idaho	 20,544	 20,260	 70	
US	 Illinois	 105,084	 155,356	 67
US	 Indiana	 37,956	 77,904	 48
US	 Iowa	 35, 304	 34, 495	 85
US	 Kansas	 28,908	 34, 107	 84
US	 Kentucky	 14,640	 51,535	 28
US	 Louisiana	 37,368	 50,544	 73
US	 Maine	 7,224	 14,137	 51
US	 Maryland	 57,156	 60,287	 94
US	 Massachusetts	 56,424	 71,534	 78
US	 Michigan	 80,388	 120,125	 66
US	 Minnesota	 40,182	 59,017	 69
US	 Mississippi	 21,240	 37,289	 56
US	 Missouri	 56,208	 67,685	 83
US	 Montana	 11,736	 10,475	 100
US	 Nebraska	 15,408	 20,449	 75
US	 Nevada	 25,272	 33,278	 75
US	 New Hampshire	 10,584	 14,953	 70
US	 New Jersey	 98,580	 98,898	 99
US	 New Mexico	 14.940	 24,622	 60
US	 New York	 101,064	 194,155	 52
US	 North Carolina	 83,220	 112,734	 73
US	 North Dakota	 3,720	 6,903	 53
US	 Ohio	 73,104	 132,681	 55
US	 Oklahoma	 38,136	 46,706	 81 
US	 Oregon	 40,104	 42,122	 95
US	 Pennsylvania	 79,788	 128,379	 62
US	 Rhode Island	 13,704	 11,093	 100
US	 South Carolina	 72.732	 51,920	 100
US	 South Dakota	 6, 384	 8, 750	 72
US	 Tennessee	 41,100	 73.496	 55
US	 Texas	 83,172	 346,228	 24
US	 Utah	 46,368	 42,205	 100
US	 Vermont	 5,760	 6,477	 88
US	 Virgin Islands	 1,968	 1,125	 100
US	 Virginia	 42,096	 90,122	 46
US	 Washington	 51,180	 75,901	 67
US	 West Virginia	 13,392	 20,051	 66
US	 Wisconsin	 34,776	 59,554	 58
US	 Wyoming	 6,377	 6,377	 100
US	 Armed Forces	 948	 35.40	 27
CA	 Alberta (AB)	 1,776	 n/a
CA	 Ontario (ON)	 2,016	 n/a	
CA	  Yukon (YT)	 336	 n/a

		
	
		

tories are a powerful way to learn from one another and share one’s 
rewards, approaches, and experiences.  
We want The Dictionary Project’s website to become a forum for 

collaboration, so we have created a template on our website to allow 
you to tell your story on our map of the United States. 

Every project is unique because we all live in different places and we come 
from different backgrounds. 
By sharing your story, you will inspire other people to do more in their 
communities to make them better places to live.  
We also want to celebrate your participation in The Dictionary Project and give 
you the recognition you deserve to honor your dedication to improve literacy.
This is what we want to know:

Where did you hear about The Dictionary Project?
How do you raise the money to fund your Dictionary Project?
Who receives the dictionaries, and how are they presented to these 
individuals?  
If you give the dictionaries to students in a school or schools, please give 
us the names of the school(s) or school district where your donation was 
made.
How many volunteers participated in the project?

The template will also include this information available on our website: Club/ 
Organization name, number of years participating, number of dictionaries 
donated, total amount of money given to the Dictionary Project.
Who you are and what you do has made America great!  We want you to know 
that your gift of words has made a difference and it has changed the landscape 
of our country by giving children a gift of knowledge that they did not have 
access to before they met you.  You, our sponsors, have made a difference in 
the lives of millions of people and you have helped our country by finding 
a new way to show people that they matter and they can make a difference.  

By giving children the power of words, you have empowered them and their 
families to improve their lives and the lives of the people around them.  We are 
proud to be part of your work. 
We are very proud of our webmaster Mohammad Alansari, who came to the 
United States four years ago and helped us develop our website to showcase 
all of the dictionary projects all over the country and around the world.  He has 
been the architect of the website for the past six years, and we have benefited 
from his desire to improve our ability to share the information we have about 
each dictionary project with you.
Please visit our website to see what we have done to tell your story and tell 
us what you learned from your experiences.  By sharing your stories we hope 
to inspire people to include more students who not yet received a dictionary.  
You, our sponsors, have made a difference in the lives of millions of people. 
You have helped our country by finding a new way to show people that they 
matter and can make a difference. The cost of participating in The Dictionary 
Project is very small, and the rewards for everyone are priceless.  Thank you 
for giving your time to be part of our work.

We Want to Hear 
Your Story

S

We Want to Hear 
Your Story

“The dictionaries are truly a wonderful project.  It provides not only an 
excellent medium to enhance a child’s education, but it opens the door for 
their future service to others.  As Lions we receive a wonderful greeting from 
the teachers, and the students now expect to see us and ask questions...”

Richard Johnson                                                                                               
Red Wing Lions Club, Red Wing, MN


